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Shuihudi’ s Bamboo Strips of Qin Dynasty and Mathematics in Pre—Qin Period
Zou Dahai

(Institute for the History of Science, CAS, Beijing 100010)

ABSTRACT: Shuihudi’ s bamboo strips of Qin Dynasty have great significance for the
Studies of the history of Chinese science and Technology to which has been paid less
attention. This paper makes use of these bamboo strips to discuss mathematics in Pre-Qin
Period. The high level mathematical methods were taken as a basis of the Qin’ severe
laws, while such severe laws facilitated the development of Chinese Mathematics. The
development of ancient Chinese mathematics had relation to the Legalists, but the relation
was established not in Han Dynasty but in Warring States. To analyzing Qin Laws combining
with other literatures such as Zuo Zhuang, the unearthed mathematics book Suanshu Shu,
ect, we can do conclude that a great majority of mathematical methods of the Nine Chapters
on Mathematical Procedures were acquired before Qin Dynasty. Here, the bamboo strips of
Shuihudi provides a firm gauge of time.
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